64 THE CUTTING OF AN AGATE
PERSONALITY AND THE INTELLECTUAL
ESSENCES
My work in Ireland has continually set
this thought before me : " How can I make
my work mean something to vigorous and
simple men whose attention is not given
to art but to a shop, or teaching in a
National School, or dispensing medicine ? "
I had not wanted to " elevate them " or
" educate them,5' as these words are under-
stood, but to make them understand my
vision, and I had not wanted a large
audience, certainly not what is called a
national audience, but enough people for
what is accidental and temporary to lose
itself in the lump. In England, where
there have been so many changing activities
and so much systematic education, one
only escapes from crudities and temporary
interests among students, but here there
is the right audience, could one but get
its ears. I have always come to this cer-
tainty : what moves natural men in the
arts is what moves them in life, and that
is, intensity of personal life, intonations
that show them in a book or a play, the